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rate system (bighoti) and 329 dotbandi or plough-tax. Of the 157 bighoti villages, 166 were under direct Government management and 11 alienated; and of the 329, 302 were Government and 27 alienated. 176 villages were uninhabited. The revision extended to only 118.
The soil in the open country as far as the foot of the hills, which threw out no spurs, and rose up almost abruptly from the plain, was a rich black. The rivers were the Taptee and Goini, the latter falling into the former. Water was generally found nearer the surface than in Eaver and Saoda, but was not much used for irrigation. The open part of the country was healthy, but in the west towards the jungles it became malarious. There were no made roads, but the traffic from Burhanpur towards Surat passed through it. There were markets at Shada, Taloda, Kukarmunda, and two other places. Shada was the largest market, followed by Taloda, where a considerable sale of timber and wood, especially since a demand for railway sleepers had .arisen, afforded a means of livelihood for the Blifls, who preponderated among the inhabitants. Next came the Gujars, immigrants from Gujarat, who still spoke their own language. These were good agriculturists, and as a rule well to do, having many of the Bhils as their servants. There were also a good many Van-jaras (Brinjarries), who bred cattle and sheep in large numbers in ihe extensive pasturage grounds that still remained. No manufactures were carried on except a little dyeing at Shada, but carts of a good pattern were made and had acquired a wide reputation. The husbandry did not differ from that of the surrounding country. In the 118 villages there were 30,992 inhabitants, or 126 to the square mile.
At the introduction of British rule the revenue was only about Es. 36,000, which in 1863-64 had increased to Es. 1,83,564. The original rates of assessment had been high, rising in one village to Es. 2 lOa. the biyka, or Es. 3 8a. the acre, and in many to Es. 2 la., or Es. 2 12a. the acre. In others, again, they had been very uneven, from 8a. to E. 1 15a. In proposing rates for dry-crop assessment, the chief criteria looked to were the prevalence or otherwise of jungle, and the abundance of or difficulty in procuring drinking water, the villages being divided accordingly into